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8 has appeared to me, that the Drift of 
| thy wanting me to tell thee what that 

Experience was which I gave into 8. 
W's Church was this, that thou mighteſt ſee 
if I would now acknowledge the Truth of 


what I delivered then; and if ſo, then thou 
mighteſt query whether I could give ſufficient +; 


Cauſe for my withdrawing from that Society. 


Thou knoweſt I told thee in ſhort what my - 
Experience was, and leſt thou ſhouldſt forget, 


I now tell thee again, that not only I'myſelf, 
but I believe many Hundreds more among 


the Diſſenters, have in our younger Days been | 


viſited with Convictions, whereby we have in 
ſome Degree been n to a feeling Senſe 
2 e 


INCE I had Converſation with thee, is - 


of 


e 

of our fallen Condition by Nature, as having 
loſt the divine Image, and ſo being obnoxious 
to the Wrath of God. And this has brought 
us to feel the Need of a Saviour, and to flee 


for Refuge to 1 hold on the Hope ſet before 
us in the Goſpel. | 


— 


After we had gone for ſome Time bowed 
down under a deep Senſe of this Want, it 
hath pleaſed the Lord to manifeſt Pardon, and 
Peace, and Reconciliation, in and through a 
Mediator, ſo that we have gone on for a while 
with Peace and Joy in believing, feeling a 
Meaſure of divine wo ſhed abroad in our 
Hearts. And this has been the Time that we 
- have thought it our Duty (with a little per- 
ſwading) to enter into Church Fellowſhip : But 
it has not been long before this Joy declined, 


at which Time ſome of our old Sins have 


began to appear, and to give much Trouble. 
And then many not being directed to the Way 
of the Croſs, wherein we are crucified to the 
World, and the World unto: us, have inftead 
thereof very eaſily flid into Antinomian Prin- 


: 6 ciples, imagining the Work to be done for 


them, and without them, even in Chriſt their 
Head; and in the Belief of this, they have 
counted themſelves more in the Liberty of the 
Goſpel than before. And this has done for 
them very well, as being very ' agreeable to 
that Part which was unwilling to ſubmit to the 
Croſs of Chriſt, And thus they have imagined 
themſelves in great Liberty, whilſt they were 
yet lingering in Egypt, under the Nen 
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Sin, and chained down by many Luſts, to 
the Spirit of this World. But tis very dange- 
rous to take up ſuch Principles as 2 any - 
Part of that which muſt be deſtroyed. It ma 
make us fall ſhort of Heaven, when we think * 
ourſelves ſure of entering into it. e 


. 


— 
. 
. 


» = 
-® 4 
: * 
4 
- * 
* * 
4 


a 
" = 
FE ©» 3 
© 


In this new Opinion, they have ſtrongly -. 
imagined themſelves high in Grace, and in the 
full Liberty of the Goſpel. But if they have ü 
not found the great Meſſenger of the Covenant 
to ſit on their Souls as a Refiner's Fire, to ä 
cleanſe them from all Pollutions of Fleſh and ⁵ 
Spirit: If they have not paſſed through that 
deep inward Self-denial, it is evident they are 
in a falſe Liberty; becauſe. it is through Fire 
and Water that we come into the wealthy ß 
Place, and through much Tribulation that WW 
enter the Kingdom. 3 
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There are others, and, I believe, the greater 
Number, who though they have given intg 
the Church ſomewhat like the ſame Experi- 
ence, yet have not fo directly embraced be 
Antinomian Principles, but have believed ther 
was ſtill ſomething more for them to do. Ni 4. 
although theſe too, have gone on for ſom." 
Time ' rejoicing, yet this Day bas ſeldom 


= 
" 


| 
m '-Y 
continued long, but their Summer hath by lit--*"." 
tle and little inclined towards Winter, . unto, 
they felt a ſenſible Deadneſs, and complained 
that it was not with them as in the Months 
that were paſt. At this Time they have been 
ſubje to reflect much upon, and reſt in heir 
3 „ former 


rr 9 


_ former Expetience. And though they tae! it 

= -, times defired a compleat Victory over the Ene- 
mies of their Souls, yet deing told that there 

was no ſuch Thing to be known, their Purſuit 

has been cold, and they have come to fettle in 

a Round of Duties, and _rhetgito run as in 4 

Circle without getting an Gund of their 

Corruptions. In this 977920 Imyſelf was 

long detained, concluding 1 d gone as far id 

Religion as cod be i in this Life. 1 N 

It is much after this Manner that the gene- 

ral Apoſtaſy of the Churches bath prevail 
even ſuch an Apoſtaſy as befel the eib 

0 7 in the ilderneſs, inſomuch, that 
Caleb and Foſhua declared their Faith in 
hePromiſe, all the People cried, Stone them 

l Stones: And this we find to be the Lan- 

guage of the Spirit of Apoſtaſy and Unbelief, 

unto this very Day. For when the Lord is 
pleaſed to raiſe. any of his Servants to hold forth. 

the Goſpel Reſt, even perfect Holineſs, then 

Profeſſors i in general cry out, Away with ſuch 
JoArine, away with-ſuch Fellows from the 

arth; juſt like the-ugbelieving Iſraelites, who 

1 the evil Rę fever of the Spies fooner 
* thay. the Promiſe of WE. 


1k F, {+ . 


Pn ap to be much the El with the 
Wa in general. And, indeed, 
E. is ade that the K -of Sandtification ' 


ſhould go rightly on in the vw 


ong them, while they are acing ſu 
e ” * © rn 
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Principles as have a direct Tendeney hi 1 
tual Drowſnolband Srapidity: - * Ae 7 
1 


And now, m Friend, fince it | WW _ 
tad this is the Condition i heart x 
Churches in general; if it be enquired what 
is 'the Cauſe that any withdraw from agiong - | 
them, Lanfwer, | | 455 W 2 

ſi t not their own n Wil; but ie ir the p 
culiar Mercy of God towards them, in viſiting - ij 
them again, (both by his own Spirit, and in- 
ſtrumentally by his Servants, that he is t- 
times raiſing up ;) perhaps with a fore Viſita» ll 
tion, by ſhaking them, as it were, over Hell, 
letting his Terrors looſe upon them, and ther- 
by bringing them to a full Sight, and falling 
Senſe, of their Backſlicing, and revolting into 18 
a falfe Reſt. This Diftreſs of Soul is ten 
very great: Now they feel themſelves po. 
and miferable, and blind and naked; They 
become humbled under the mighty Hund of 
God; finding the Light of his Countenamee 
withdrawn, and . Bieterneſs, und 
Death. wrote upon. alllEbjoy ments, both Tens” _ 
porał and Spiritus 7. this Condition they!” - 
are made willing Ya their Heart, ard} 
cuba? cbs the Fare: unto the Hand r 
and to forfake every thing chat they findors by 
diſagreeable to the and Willsf the Lord?! 
For there is generally a. Veige attend 
Stroke of the Rod,. the not 2 
bor ares or grieving gy 3 of i | 


ne 
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| And it is by this Chaſtning of the Lord, that 
we are made Partakers of his Holineſs. . | 


Thus, after having been humbled under 
the mighty Hand of God, and made to caſt 
all their Care upon him; aſter they have gone 
through the ſame Afflictions, that ate accom- 
pliſhed in their Brethren; the God of all 


Grace, who hath called them unto his eternal 


Glory by Chrift Jeſus, after they have thus 


ſuffered awhile, makes them perfect, eſta- 
bliſhes, ſtrengthens, and ſettles them; to whom 
be Glory and Dominion for ever and ever. 


Amen. 


ut it may be obſerved, that when it pleaſes 


the Lord thus to vifit any among them, on 
account of their Backſlidings, and thus to 


wound them in Spirit, in order to rouſe them 
out of their falſe Reſt, they will find very 
few, if any, among the Difſenting Preachers, 
that are acquainted with their Diſorder : Vea, 
they who profeſs to be Phyſicians of the Soul, 


in ſuch a Caſe; will turn Quacks upon their 


Body, and ſtrive to heal them lightly, by 


preſcribing letting of Blood, or taking, Phy- 


flick, or uſing the Cold-Bath ; which Direc- 


tions I have received from ſeveral of the great- 


eſt Note among them. Mean time, they tell 


them that are loaded and diſtreſſed with their 


ſinful Nature, that they ſhall never get rid of 


it while in this Life. 


a And 


(9) 
And now I appeal to thyſelf, if it is not 4 

high time for ſuch to withdraw from theſe 

miſerable Comforters? What thou may ſt 


think, I can't tell ; but Ithought it was : For it 
plainly appeared to me, that they were not fuch 
Goſpel-Miniſters as are truly ſent and quali- 
fied by the Lord, to feed and refreſh the He- 


Thus I have told thee, according to thy 
Deſire, the Subſtance of that Experience I 1 
firſt gave into the Church; the Condition 
that I, with many others, fell into, after we | 
were joined thereto; and, at length, the 
Cauſe of my withdrawing from thence. 


What remains, more nearly relates to th 
ſelf: I would thou mighteſt be brought 
from thy old rotten Building; I do not fay 
from thy Foundation, becauſe thou mighteſt 
reply, That Chrift is the Foundation, and that 
other Foundation can no Man lay, This I 
readily grant; but then doſt thou. not know, 
that there is ſuch a thing as building Wood, 
Hay, and Stubble upon it, which will not 
abide the Trial, but will be burnt up, when it 
comes to be tried by Fire, of what Sort it is 
and che Builder will ſuffer Loſs? And if be 
himſelf be ſaved, it will be ſo as by Fire. 
Therefore I adviſe thee, in the Words of the 


Apoſtle, to take heed to thy Building, For 
anAificed in 
| thy 


thy imaginary Notion of being 


, -. 


(10) 
thy Head, and righteous in thy Head, and 
holy in thy Head, without having this SanQi- 
fication, this Righteouſneſs, this Holineſs, 
wrought in thy own Heart by the Spirit of 
Chrift, is not conſiſtent with the 'Goſpel of 
Chrift, For, according to what I can learn 
from thee, and all ochers that I have con- 
verſed with, who have received theſe Princi- 
ples, you have no more Buſineſs with what 
you call the Spirit of God, than only to work 
that Faith in you, whereby you may apply. a 
Salvation wrought out for you, and, without 
you, unto yourſelves. But that what you 
call Faith, is from the Spirit of God, I utter- 
ly deny: It is a Deluſion of the Enemy, 
whereby he keeps poor Souls in a Bye, 
and not the Way of God's Salvation: For 
6 the true Zion of God is to be redeemed by 
« Judgment, and her Converts with Righte- 
66 duſneſs, J. i. 27. . . 


Aud again; ** The Lord will purge away 
& the Filth of the Dauglitets of Zion with a 
t Spirit of Judgment, and u Spirit of Burn- 
©« jng;” to which Purpoſe the Fire of the 
Lord is faid to be in Zion, and his Furnace 
in Jeruſalem. „ 


Thus run the Goſpel Promiſes, that the 
Lord will cleanſe them from all their Filthi- 
neſs, and all their Idols, and give them a new 
Heart and a right Spirit. Before He will 
walk in them, and dwell in them, they are 

| = 


() 
to be cleanſed from all Pollutions of Fleſh and 
Spirit, (2 Cor. vi. 16. vil. 1.) by the working 
of his mighty Power in the Heart, whereby 
he is thus redeeming his People from all 
Iniquity, and purifying them unto himſelf a 
peculiar People, zealous of good Works. 


And now, my Friend, how do you high 
Profeſſors underſtand theſe Things? Or have 
you found out a new Way of going to Hea- 
ven? A Way to ſhun the Croſs of Chriſt, to 
ſhun the refining Fire, to ſhun the Furnace in 
Zion? For where is the ſtrait Gate and the 
narrow Way, which ye are walking in? Where 
is the ſtriving to enter in at the ſtrait Gate? 
Where are the many Tribulations ye are paſ- 
ſing through as the Way to the Kingdom? 
Where is the Self-denial and taking up your 
Croſs and following of Chriſt, without which 
we cannot be his Diſciples? Where are all the 
Revilings and Scoffings-from the World? What 
no Badge of true Diſcipleſhip to be found among 
you, but only. a feeding upon high Notions, 


that your Salvation is wrought out without you, 


and you have nothing dto do but believe it! I 
lainly tell thee, if ever thou be ſaved, this 
uilding muſt come down, and thou made to 

ſubmit to theWay of God's Salvation ; for the 

Way thou art in is not the Way to Zion, but 

thou muſt come back again out of that bye 


Path, and come down into the utter Deftruc- | 


tion of Sin, that he Lord may ſare thee in his 
own Way. | q 1 | 


1 conclade, with 
take Heed to thy Building, leſt 
_ eternilly' fall, and thou be loſt 
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